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I. POLICY: 

It is the policy of the Department of Corrections to provide a Transitional Living Program for adult 

offenders. 

 

II. IMPLEMENTATION: 

This policy was revised without significant change in content on March 19, 2003, and with significant 

content change on May 8, 2003. 

 

III. AUTHORITY: 

2-15-112, MCA.  Duties and Powers of Department Heads 

53-1-203, MCA.  Powers and Duties of Department of Corrections 

DOC 4.7.13, Conditional Release of DOC Commitments 

 

IV. DEFINITIONS: 

Transitional Living Program (TLP) means a non-residential program component of the established 

PreRelease Center program.  The offender resides in the community at an approved residence and 

reports to the PreRelease Center daily at a time(s) established by the offender's counselor or designee.  

Offenders participating in the program complete a twenty-four hour itinerary and are monitored daily by 

PreRelease Center or Probation and Parole Bureau Intensive Supervision Program personnel.  The TLP 

allows offenders the opportunity to safely integrate back into the community, assume increased personal 
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responsibility, and ensure to the greatest extent possible, the safety and welfare of the community and 

prevention of recidivism. 

V. PROCEDURES: 

A. Offender Eligibility Requirements: 

An offender must meet the following criteria to be eligible for program participation: 

• Be within 90 days of his or her projected release date from the PreRelease Center, unless the 

PreRelease Unit Manager extends this time period. 

• Have no Class I and II incident reports for a minimum of 60 days.  

• Have no major warrants and detainers. 

• The PreRelease Unit Manager must approve 4th time DUI offenders. 

• Obtained a parole from the Board of Pardons and Parole upon completion of the program, or be 

eligible for a Conditional Release pursuant to Department policy 4.7.13, Conditional Release of 

DOC Commitments. 

• Have an approved residence and demonstrated the financial capability to pay living and program 

costs. 

 

B. Approval Process: 

Eligible offenders will be referred to the program by their PreRelease case manager.  Acceptance 

requires approval from a screening committee to include, at a minimum, a representative from the 

PreRelease Center and a representative from the Probation and Parole Bureau. Approval is also 

required from the Board of Pardons and Parole, with the exception of offenders eligible for 

Conditional Release. 

 

C. Offender Program Requirements: 

1. An offender accepted into the program shall comply with recommended PreRelease Center 

program requirements, Center rules as applicable, and court-ordered treatment requirements.  

Additionally, prior to program participation, an offender shall:  

• Verify a telephone is available at his or her proposed residence. 

State of Montana
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• Submit a list of persons residing at the residence. 

• Provide a proposed list of visitors. 

The occupant and visitor listings will be reviewed and approved by the offender's counselor or 

designee.  PreRelease Center residents will not be approved for visits unless authorized by the 

Center, and visitors under Probation and Parole Bureau supervision or having extensive criminal 

histories will not be approved to visit the offender unless authorized by the Probation and Parole 

Bureau. 

 

2. Offenders shall attend an orientation to the program conducted by their counselor or designee.  

At a minimum, the following conditions will be addressed: 

• Dogs will not be allowed at the place of residence without prior approval. 

• Prescribed medication shall be reported. 

• Twenty-four hour weekly schedules will be submitted; changes will require approval.  

• Urinalysis screening and breathalyzer testing will be conducted at a minimum of one time 

weekly.  Additional screening may be conducted at the discretion of the counselor or 

designee.  Positive screening will result in disciplinary action and constitute a higher level of 

custody. 

• Random residence searches will be conducted. 

• Special program conditions may be instituted. 

• Scanners or similar type of equipment will not be allowed at the place of residence.  

• Telephone usage will not be longer than five-minute time periods.  Long distance use may 

be restricted. 

• Face-to-face contact will be required daily with the counselor or designee. 

• Full-time employment and/or educational programming will be maintained. 

• Verification will be required.  When unemployed, the offender will meet, as scheduled by his 

or her counselor or designee, with the Center's Job Development Coordinator or 

appropriate staff person. 

• Conditions stipulated in court orders will be met. 
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• Financial budget planning will remain under the control of the Center.  

• Telephone contact with the counselor or designee will occur as scheduled.  

• Community service work may be required. 

D. Supervision of Program Participants: 

1. The counselor or designee will meet face-to-face with the offender a minimum of one time daily 

to provide support and guidance. 

2. Collateral contacts (offender's employer, community treatment provider, community service 

employer, etc.) should be conducted weekly.  These may be done randomly and at the 

discretion of the counselor or designee. 

3. Spot checks will be conducted by telephone and in person. 

4. A minimum of one 24-hour residence telephone check will be conducted. 

5. Local law enforcement will be notified of the offender's participation in the program and monthly 

status. 

6. Treatment agencies will be contacted, as necessary, and enlisted to support the offender to the 

extent possible and advisable. 

 

When workloads permit, local Probation and Parole Intensive Supervision Program Officers may 

assist Center personnel with offender supervision.  ISP personnel, where applicable, will make a 

minimum of two home visits weekly. 

 

E. Supervision Fees: 

Offenders participating in the program may be required to pay a daily fee of $0-$4.00, as 

determined by PreRelease Center personnel. 

 

VI. CLOSING: 

Questions concerning this policy should be directed to the PreRelease Unit Manager.  

 


